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1. Back Ground 

 

Ethiopia is one of 197 member countries signed the convention of United Nations for combating 

desertification in Reo-Environmental Summit. Since then 27 years have passed as Nation actively 

participating in negotiations for the implementation of land restoration targets and reducing the effect of 

drought.  In 2010, Ethiopia made 15 million hectares of national commitment for restoring degraded land 

to AFR-100 initiative in Bonn challenge. Similarly, in 2015, additional 7 million ha of restoration target of 

degraded wood land was pledged at UN Environmental summit known as New York declaration which 

makes the total 22 million ha of restoration commitment of degraded land and woodland of achievable 

by 2030. Hence, the proceeding core activity for member countries was setting land degradation 

neutrality target/ LDN in 2015.   Member countries set their volunteer targets and submitted to the 

UNCCD secretariat as prerequisite and criteria which make them eligible for accessing financial and 

technical support through Global mechanism. Hence, countries are able to mobilize fund for 

implementation of their restoration targets secured from bilateral and multilateral agreements. The fund 

securing process is done via negotiation under framework of all sister conventions CBD, UNFCCC and 

UNCCD. In this regards, Ethiopia has already set its LDN targets on nine thematic areas implemented 

through forest landscape restoration approach achievable by 2030. The technical support and fund 

mobilization for the implementation of the restoration targets is well underway in close cooperation and 

collaborative between EFCCC and UNCCD secretariat. 

 

The seventy-fifth session a report of Secretary-General of UNCCD to the General Assembly gave 

emphasis to the implementation of the present resolution (75/218) and decides to include in the 

provisional agenda of its seventy-sixth session, under the item entitled “Sustainable development”, the 

sub-item entitled “Implementation of the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in 

Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, To much extent the adoption of 

the provisional agenda for Ethiopia , Particularly in Africa is  crucial as climate change, unsustainable 

agricultural and forestry practices and land degradation were becoming severe, inter alia, are major and 

growing drivers of biodiversity loss and ecosystem degradation, and that conservation, restoration and 

the sustainable use of biodiversity, and ecosystem functions and services becomes eminent, including 

through nature-based solutions, contribute significantly to land degradation neutrality, climate change 

adaptation and mitigation, disaster risk reduction and food security and nutrition.  
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Hence, the active participation Ethiopia in adoption and implementation of the resolution is crucial to 

promote the prevention of desertification, land degradation and drought with through integrated 

landscape approach, including the rehabilitation and restoration of degraded land and sustainable land 

management.  Ethiopia also greatly acknowledges and actively enacts to United Nations strategic plan for 

forests 2017–2030 action plan that all types of forests provide essential ecosystem services, such as 

timber, food, fuel, fodder, non-wood products and shelter, as well as soil and water conservation and 

clean air, that the sustainable management of forests and trees outside forests is vital to the integrated 

implementation of the 2030 Agenda and that forests prevent land degradation and desertification and 

reduce the risk of floods, soil erosion, landslides and avalanches, droughts, sand and dust storms and 

other disasters.  

Ethiopia has also nationally given  a great concern to the threat to human health, safety and well-being 

caused by the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic, as well as the severe disruption to societies 

and economies and the devastating impact on lives and livelihoods, and that the poorest and most 

vulnerable are the hardest hit by the pandemic, reaffirming the ambition to get back on track to achieve 

the Sustainable Development Goals by designing sustainable and inclusive recovery strategies to 

accelerate progress towards the full implementation of the 2030 Agenda and to help to reduce the risk 

of future shocks, and recognizing that the COVID-19 pandemic requires a global response based on 

unity, solidarity and renewed multilateral cooperation, 

The UNCCD conventions and restoration targets are mainstreamed to national ten years plan of all 

pertinent institutions including the Environment forest and climate change commission and Ministry of 

agriculture that combating desertification, land degradation and drought through the sustainable 

management of natural resources can contribute to sustainable development for all and to easing 

displacement flows. The mere recognition  that eradicating poverty in all its forms and dimensions, 

including extreme poverty, is the greatest global challenge and an indispensable requirement for 

sustainable development, and its commitment to achieving sustainable development in its three 

dimensions economic, social and environmental. The international community committed to combating 

desertification, restoring degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, drought and 

floods, and striving to achieve a land degradationneutral world by 2030, the Conference of the Parties to 

the Convention invited parties that have committed to voluntary land degradation neutrality targets to 

implement measures to accelerate the achievement thereof, by, inter alia, creating an enabling 
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environment for the achievement of land degradation neutrality, including the responsible governance of 

land and tenure security, 

 

Ethiopia appreciates the Government of India for hosting the fourteenth session of the Conference of 

the Parties to the United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in Those Countries 

Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Desertification, Particularly in Africa, held in New Delhi from 2 to 

13 September 2019, the establishment of an intergovernmental working group on effective policy and 

implementation measures for addressing drought under the Convention, with a view to presenting its 

findings and recommendations to the parties for their consideration at the fifteenth session of the 

Conference of the Parties to the Convention.  Active participation and designing of feasible drought plan 

is crucial step for the need to combat desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land 

affected by desertification, drought and floods, and strive to achieve a land degradation-neutral world, 

and recalls with appreciation of the voluntary land degradation neutrality target-setting programme 

under the Convention and the work of the secretariat of the Convention and partners to assist parties 

to the Convention in carrying out voluntary target-setting activities. The financial contributions made so 

far by Member States and other donors towards the implementation of Land Degradation Neutrality. In 

general, the fund mobilized so far is not enough that the great deal of money required for 

implementation of national restoration program and projects in order to meet the targets of LDN 

achievable by 2030 and invites all donors to make further contributions to the Land Degradation 

Neutrality Fund and the Convention’s drought initiative. 
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2.   Negotiation Modalities and Agenda Items for the Implementation of 

Resolution 75/218  

  

The African group is one of the continental forum in which African countries design their agenda for 

better implementation of their restoration targets set under the convention. Annual meeting is regularly 

be held by member countries in regional CRIC meeting / committee for reviewing implementation of the 

convention by setting new agenda with one voice of parties in order to convene negotiation under the 

main conference of parties. The agenda items selected for negotiations are coherent with the national 

commitment of member countries especially strictly linked to land degradation neutrality targets and 

drought plan. The agenda items for the negotiation emphasize the need for member countries for 

further fund mobilization and access technical support from UNCCD secretrite.  The funds are 

mobilized for adaptation and mitigation transformative projects from multilateral agreement that could 

be obtained from global climate fund and global environmental facility as core finical institutions linked to 

negotiations.  The Global mechanism is accredited entity responsible to mobilize the funds that could be 

achieved from bilateral and multilateral sources of eligible countries those set their LDN targets and 

communicated to UNCCD secreterite. 

The last 19th CRIC regional meeting was held in April 2021 through webinar where all African groups 

have unanimously voted for identification of the common agenda items which will be presented to the 

next Conference of parties 15 probably will be conducted in Abidjan on December2021. 

The agenda items and national position that is crucial for negotiation from Ethiopian Context to the next 

COP15 are indicated below 

 

1.  Progress on implementation of the voluntary LDN target-setting exercise and 

progress towards LDN implementation. 

2.  Further operations for mobilization of  the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund; 

3.  The implementation of the Drought Initiative and related implementation efforts. 

4. Participation Interim report of the IWG / intergovernmental working group/on 

effective policy and implementation measures for addressing drought under the 

UNCCD. 
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5. The 2021 UNCCD reporting and review process of the UNCCD: Procedures for 

communication of information as well as the quality and formats of reports to be 

submitted to the Conference of the Parties. 

 

3. The Agenda Items and their Relative Achievements 

 

3.1. Progress on implementation of the voluntary LDN target-setting exercise and progress 

towards LDN implementation. 

 

In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted “The 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development”, including 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and 169 

targets. SDG 15 urges countries to protect, restore and promote sustainable use of 

terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and 

reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss. Target 15.3 aims to “combat 

desertification, restore degraded land and soil, including land affected by desertification, 

drought and floods, and strive to achieve land degradation-neutral world” by 2030. The 

indicator adopted to measure the achievement of SDG target 15.3 is “Proportion of land 

that is degraded over total land area”. Ethiopia have unanimously accepted the SDG and 

mainstreamed to its national and institutional plan. The land restoration and LDN 

implementation was prime task which is more pertinent to SDG goal 15 accomplished by 

Environment forest and climate change commission and ministry of agriculture. The current 

green legacy initiative as well as the last ten years forest landscape restoration achievements 

are also make Ethiopia is in right direction towards the implementation of LDN targets 

working to meet l SDG goal 15.  

 

The twelfth session of the Conference of Parties (COP) of the United Nations Convention 

to Combat Desertification (UNCCD), held in Ankara, Turkey in October 2015, endorsed 

SDG target 15.3 and the concept of land degradation neutrality (LDN) as a strong vehicle for 

driving the implementation of the Convention. It invited all UNCCD country Parties to 

formulate voluntary targets to achieve LDN and requested UNCCD bodies to provide 
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“guidance for formulating national LDN targets and initiatives” and to facilitate “the use of 

the UNCCD indicator framework as a contribution to the monitoring, evaluation and 

communication of progress towards the national LDN targets” 

 

In response to the decisions taken by the UNCCD COP.12, the Global Mechanism (GM) of 

the UNCCD established a LDN Target Setting Programme (TSP), which aims to support 

countries to define national LDN targets and associated measures. The present document 

“Land Degradation Neutrality Target Setting as A Technical Guide” has been prepared by 

the GM and the Secretariat of the UNCCD to provide operational guidance on how to 

define national baselines, identify voluntary targets and associate measures to achieve LDN 

by 2030, and monitor progress towards LDN targets. 

 

In this regard Ethiopia actively participate in the negotiation through African group that he 

agenda item of LDN implementation progress means the process in which member countries 

need to design appropriate projects and programs for meeting land degradation neutrality 

targets; In this regard national concern and position was emphasized on  CRIC/ committee 

for reviewing the implementation of the convention in 2021 April in the African group 

maintain concrete position.  In order to implement the LDN, the Environment forest and 

climate change commission has endorsed crucial policy and strategies for implementation of 

national adaptation and mitigation projects through its current policy and strategy frame 

work of national adaptation plan, national determined contribution for Paris agreement.  In 

collaboration with implementing partners numbers of adaptation and mitigation projects are 

under implemented through the fund mobilized from the Green climate fund. 

As progress Ethiopia has submitted land restoration project proposal to the global 

mechanism for technical and financial support under the secreterite. So far we have 

developed one pipe line 22 million USD restoration project concept note and GDP greening 

dry land partnership targeting the restoration our huge nation al commitment from Africa. 

Similar land restoration projects of Forest sector development program and REDD+ 

projects are greatly contributing for the conservation and restoration of degraded land and 

forest in Ethiopia which the large amount of resources have been mobilized from Norway 

Government through bilateral Agreement. 
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3.2. Further operations for mobilization of the Land Degradation Neutrality Fund; 

 

 In decision 12/COP.14 paragraph 2, Parties requested the secretariat to include regular 

stocktaking of the voluntary target-setting exercise in official documentation prepared for 

intercessional sessions of the Committee for the Review of the Implementation of the 

Convention.  Over the last and during the current biennium, one major focus of the Global 

Mechanism has been to mobilize funds to support country Parties in their voluntary LDN 

target setting processes and delivering additional support and assistance for the early stage 

development of LDN transformative projects and programmes, enabling UNCCD Parties to 

move towards the implementation of their LDN targets. 

 

The voluntary target setting process comprises 123 UNCCD Parties that are committed to 

set LDN targets, of which over 90 have already completed this exercise1. Support to the 

development of national and sub-regional transformative projects and programmes to 

translate LDN commitment into concrete actions at scale is gathering pace, involving over 70 

countries.  Ethiopia is one of those countries submitted LDN document in 2015 and now 

eligible for finical institution for mobilizing resources for the implementation of land 

restoration projects and programs. 

 

Document ICCD/CRIC(19)/5 provides an update on specific activities supporting Parties in 

their voluntary LDN target setting efforts and how they advance towards their 

implementation through the development of LDN transformative projects and programmes 

with the support of the GM. Through an interactive panel discussion with the involvement of 

relevant institutional, technical and financial partners, Parties will be given the opportunity to 

share views and opinions on good practices and successful experiences on how to move 

from LDN target setting to LDN implementation.  
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As member country to the convention we also participated in the officially launched the 

LDN fund which is public finance in COP-13 china, this fund is amounting 100 million USD to 

support member countries who engaged as the private actors on land restoration through 

public-private partnership. As member country, Ethiopia has critical problem with respect to 

capacity for realization of private sector engagement in the restoration effort beyond the 

public and community engagement in land restoration initiative. Hence, our national interest 

is getting reliable technical support from the Global mechanism how to tap the resources 

from the LDN fund. Many African countries have similar gaps in terms of realizing the 

employment of private sector engagement in the restoration effort. Hence, our position in 

this agenda item is critical support from global mechanism as we the lack of technical 

capacity and training that much PPP engagement is needed beyond the public and community 

efforts to meet our LDN targets. 

 

The huge land and forest restoration targets of 22 million ha could not be implemented only 

through public financing and implementation in line with this it is crucial to involve the 

private sector fund and public private partnership business models for successive 

implementation and achievement of Land degradation neutrality targets by 2030 under the 

frame work of SDG 15. In particular a remarkable progress has been made from EFCCC side 

in is the continuation of African great green wail project which about to continue in  its 

second phase that IUCN east African region has already prepared the project for second 

phase in which all 11 countries including Ethiopia now finalizing the preparation of project 

proposal. In this regards Ethiopia will host one regional workshop in August 2021 in Addis 

Ababa for consultation meeting on the indicators of the project that will be financed by 

green climate fund and IFAD. 
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3.3. The implementation of the Drought Initiative and related implementation efforts. 

Ethiopia’s active participation in reducing the impact of climate change on recurrent drought is imminent 

for effective implementation of the convention. The achievement with respect drought response at 

regional and national level is key issue for multisectoral cooperation. The Conference of the Parties 

(COP) at its thirteenth Meeting (COP13), requested the Secretariat and appropriate UNCCD 

institutions and bodies including the Science-Policy Interface to implement the Drought Initiative during 

the 2018-19 biennium.  

The new drought initiative focuses on: 

 Establishing the Drought preparedness systems 

 Regional efforts to reduce drought vulnerability and risk; and 

 A toolbox to boost the resilience of people and ecosystems to drought 

Drought is considered one of the most far-reaching natural disasters, bringing short and 

long-term economic and social losses to millions of people worldwide. Many countries 

across the globe soon may face the impacts of intense drought still lack a comprehensive 

plan of action at the first signs of drought. Drought and water scarcity are interconnected 

phenomena that often aggravate each other’s effects that can trigger major setbacks for the 

most disadvantaged populations: from famine to migration and displacement. A single year of 

drought can undermine years of social development, in particular for vulnerable members of 

society. Water scarcity alone could cost some regions up to six percent of their GDP by 

2050, in turn triggering mass migration and conflict over diminishing resources.  

 

The UNCCD helps address these challenges through a recently launched Drought Initiative 

that works to enhance the resilience of communities and ecosystems to drought by 

developing national action plans. The goal is to promote a paradigm shift in approach to the 

way drought is managed from a reactive and crisis-based towards a proactive and risk-based 

one. The convention supports over 70 countries in designing comprehensive national plans 

of action ready to be activated well before the drought strikes. A second call for interest was 

announced in March 2019 to support additional countries in developing their national 

drought plans. 
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The national progress with respect to drought initiative indicates that Ethiopia has been 

supported both technically and financially from global mechanism under the UNCCD 

secretariat, as consultant was hired and the national drought plan was prepared with full 

participation of all regions and administrations. It is in the final stage of endorsement process 

by decision makers. Our position is this regard, is mobilizing of funds for drought mitigation 

projects through the support of global mechanism. Drought pest/ locust infestation are now 

becoming the great challenges to agriculture and livelihood activities in the dry land areas of 

Ethiopia because of climate change.  Ethiopia has 72 percent of its land now became dry land 

with the effect of climate change has great prevalence to recurrent drought.  The 

implementation of adaptation plan is a real solution for reducing the impact of drought on 

the lowland pastoral community. To this end Ethiopia has now developed national drought 

plan and submitted for appropriate implementation under the frame work of national 

adaptation plan.  

 

3.4. Participation Interim report of the IWG / intergovernmental working group/on 

effective policy and implementation measures for addressing drought under the UNCCD. 

 

 

At COP 14, the  Decision 2/COP.14 was adopted  to emphasizes the importance of capacity-building for 

the effective implementation of the Convention; recognizes the significance of capacity-building in 

achieving of the Sustainable Development Goals and Land Degradation Neutrality (LDN); fostering 

collaboration on drought impact mitigation capacity-building activities by building on existing 

partnerships; urges to use the online Drought Toolbox to strengthen capacity to enhance preparedness 

for and provide an appropriate response to drought; urges the development and implementation of 

specific capacity-building programs to facilitate a more efficacious implementation of the Convention. 
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Parties Acknowledges the importance of capacity-building for promotion and strengthening of 

relationships with other relevant conventions and international organizations, institutions and agencies. 

The decision of African countries acknowledges the importance of capacity-building for the procedures 

for communication of information as well as the quality and formats of reports to be submitted to the 

Conference of the Parties; the assessment of the implementation of the Convention against the strategic 

objectives of the UNCCD 2018–2030 Strategic Framework; the importance of capacity-building for the 

assessment of financial flows for the implementation of the Convention.  

The national interest with respect to the implementation of the convention is to create us opportunities 

for series of capacity building programs for Ethiopia in terms of implementation of LDN transformative 

project preparation, reporting and use of technology in the implementation of the convention.  In 2018, 

Ethiopia could have filled its institutional capacity building gaps using the Umbrella project via UNEP, 

critical training and awareness raising programs have been conducted through the projects involving the 

regional and national decision makers on the implementation of the convention and restoration of land. 

In CRIC-19 meeting, 2021, the second time the capacity building fund was be able to be secured from 

GEF-7 program for the second term umbrella project. An estimated 100000 USD is already in pipe line 

for training all national and subnational expertise in GIS and its application and project designing 

packages so that the 2021 UNCCD reporting will be better prepared with close consultation of the 

regions. The national capacity being brought in to one plat form that all stake holders involved in land 

restoration activities in order to form and  make joint monitoring and evaluation forum.   

3.5. The 2021 UNCCD reporting and review process of the UNCCD: Procedures for 

communication of information as well as the quality and formats of reports to be 

submitted to the Conference of the Parties. 

Parties are required under the Convention to communicate, through the UNCCD 

secretariat, reports on measures undertaken to implement the Convention.  This is in 

accordance with article 26 and the decisions of its Conference of the Parties (COP), 

particularly decision 11/COP.1. The process of national reporting is an indispensable tool to 

bring forward effective planning and implementation of the Convention and the achievement 

of the strategic objectives at global and national level. The information communicated by 

Parties through reporting is valuable also for other stakeholders that work on the 

implementation of the UNCCD at national and local levels. 

http://catalogue.unccd.int/936_UNCCD_Convention_ENG.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/11COP1_0.pdf
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National reporting of the Convention has drastically evolved over the past two decades. 

From 2018 on, the national reporting process monitors progress made in the 

implementation of the UNCCD 2018-2030 Strategic Framework for implementing the 

Convention adopted at the thirteenth session of the COP (decision 7/COP.13). In line with 

this new strategic framework, national reporting now involves two main types of 

information: data on the progress towards the five strategic objectives related to the 

condition of ecosystems and populations, drought, global environmental benefits and the 

mobilization of financial and non-financial resources to support the implementation of the 

Convention, and narratives stories of cases on actual implementation efforts related to 

financial and non-financial resources, policy and planning, and actions on the ground.  

 

In decisions 11/COP.14 and 26/COP.14 Parties requested that improvements be made in the 

modalities for reporting prior to the next 2021-2022 UNCCD reporting process. Following 

the detailed guidance received by Parties during CRIC 17 and CRIC 18, the convention 

institutions have integrated into their respective work plans activities that aim to address and 

respond to the requests made by Parties in terms of improving the methodological 

approaches used in UNCCD reporting and engaging in explorative activities relating to new 

and emerging issues such as land tenure and gender responsive indicators that could be 

integrated into the reporting tools.  

It is expected that the documents drafted and submitted for further processing to the 

secretariat and subsequently to the services of UNOG, Geneva by September/October 2020 

will present a status update on the work undertaken by the convention institutions. At CRIC 

19 further updates on reporting modalities will be provided during plenary sessions and 

through interactive sessions, where appropriate, in collaboration with partner institutions. 

The CRIC will be invited to review the reports prepared by the secretariat and the GM with 

a view to formulating recommendations for inclusion into the final report of CRIC 19.  

The national 2021 UNCCD reporting will be submitted by October 2021, Ethiopia nationally preparing 

the UNCCD report with integrating national satellite information and ground truthing which is with full 

technical support from the umbrella project. 

https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/inline-files/ICCD_COP%2813%29_L.18-1716078E.pdf
https://www.unccd.int/sites/default/files/sessions/documents/2019-08/7COP13_0.pdf
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4. Opportunities 

 

Ethiopia has tremendous opportunities for the land restoration and drought management under the 

convention of the United Nations for combating desertification. 

 The following are the key opportunities for implementation of the resolution 27/218 in meeting the 

sustainable development goal SDG-15 by 2030. 

 The green legacy initiative which was held for third consecutive years is a great opportunity for 

Ethiopia where the national commitment for tree based land scape restoration program is 

mobilized by all member of the society at large.  Planting tree and pursuing afforestation is 

national agenda by all institution, community members from youth up to elders. It was 

consquetively held in 2019, 2020 and 2021 with planting of above 15 billion endogenous and 

exotics tree species on 3.5 million hectares of degraded land. The campaign greatly supports 

targets of LDN achievements through restoration of 22 million hectares of degraded land by 

2030. Regreening Ethiopia through the green legacy initiative is multisectoral initiative and being 

accepted by all community remembers which is a promising campaign for Ethiopia to meet its 

national determined contribution under Paris agreement and significantly reduces the impact of 

climate change and drought. 

 

 The commission environment forest and climate change has already put in place various policy 

and strategies pertinent to land restoration. The existence feasible forest policy and climate 

resilient green strategy will support the implementation of UNCCD convention for combating 

desertification, land degradation and drought. Some of the policies are the revised forest 

proclamation of 2018, for sustainable development conservation and utilization of forest 

resources, the climate resilient green economic strategy, The national adaptation plan, the 

national determined contribution for Paris agreement, national bamboo strategy and action plan 

are the main policy frame work which support the successful implementation of the national 

commitment of of land restoration of 22 million hectare with forest landscape restoration for 

fulfilling the sustainable development goal 15 which strives for making land for life. 
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 Forest landscape restoration approach is technically and literally the best fitted scientific 

approach for Ethiopia. This approach would significantly solve the institutional conflict between 

forestry and agriculture towards resolving the scare land resource competition between the two 

key economic sectors. Sustainable development is only can be secured through close integration 

of development of forest with agriculture so that Forest landscape potential and priority area 

identification is key undertaking performed by EFCCC in order to prepare the national priority 

map in collaboration with World resource institute. The national forest land scape restoration 

map was produced as an indication for Ethiopia having potentially of 54 million hectare as priority 

areas which are liable for severe land degradation which requires restoration effort from very 

urgent to moderately urgent restoration plan. The land which is to be restored is regionally 

identified and mapped in order to align with the forest land scape restoration map so the green 

legacy program can coherently be implemented with the technical leadership of EFCCC. 

 

 Ethiopia’s has peculiar culture and commitment is its people for land restoration. For the last 

decades the nation could be able to mobilize more than 10 million people for free labor 

contribution for forest landscape restoration activities and natural resources management. 

Ministry of agriculture and natural resources management and EFCCC are responsible for land 

and forest restoration plan and its implementation is done through the mobilization of the 

community in soil and water conservation and afforestation programs on degraded land. So far a 

remarkable achievement was made through free labor contribution for natural resources 

management i.e 20 days of free labor contribution every year.  Annually it could be estimated in 

billions of monitory fund contribution that has been secured so far as community free labor 

contribution. It is most appreciated resource that the community labor and in kind become 

projects cost contribution became co-financing budget source in which number projects have 

been implemented with such considerable and remarkable modalities.  

 

 

 

 

 The establishment of 45 Universities across all regions is one of the great opportunities to 

develop and undertake research activities with respect to forest land scape restoration. The land 
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restoration program in line with the implementation of land restoration target need to meet the 

22 million hectare commitment by 2030. The commitment requires the joint collaboration of 

academia, development institute and community at grass root level. Scientific land restoration 

projects, ecosystem evaluation and study on economic of land degradation should be coherently 

conducted among these institution so that the afforestation program in which the forest land 

scape restoration approach has to delivered and implemented to community with new scientific 

recommendation and inputs. In line within there so many best practices of endogenous 

knowledge by the community in the implementation forest and land restoration which greatly 

needs identification, documentation and scaling of the practices in wider ecological benefits with 

respect to land restoration. 

 

 The effective implementation of forest landscape restoration program can be successful through 

integrated financial employment and involvement of the public and private sector engagement. 

The huge national commitment can also be achieved through the employment of new business 

model for the engagement of private public partnership model. Hence, Ethiopia needs to step 

forward in this regards to implement its land degradation neutrality targets through private and 

public as well as PPP / private public partnership business modalities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Challenges 
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There are some key challenges for the implementation of the resolution 27/218 and land restoration and 

reducing the impact of drought in Ethiopia. The following challenges need to be tackled in order to meet 

the land degradation neutrality targets. 

 Financial resources are one of critical bottle neck for designing transformative projects and 

programs. The national commitment of 22 million hectare of land and target setting would 

require huge sum of money for successful implementation of forest landscape restoration 

projects. The financial resources from the UNCCD, UNFCCC convention need to be tapped  

using strong institutional and well organized financial resources mobilization modalities from 

global accredited sources of green climate fund as well as green environmental facilities through 

the global mechanism. 

 

 There are many stake holders which are directly and indirectly involved in the restoration of 

degraded land and management of the drought impact. Environment Forest and Climate Change 

Commission, Ministry and agriculture and natural resources and Ministry of Energy and water 

resources are the main implementers of these activities.  In this regards, the Joint institutional 

cooperation of all stake holders on forest landscape restoration with respect to project planning, 

implementation and monitoring landscape restoration is crucial undertaking. Hence, there needs 

to be one national forest landscape restoration strategy that should be actively put to guide the 

national system and in practice so that all stake holders need to mainstream the land degradation 

targets into their national plan for implementation and jointly monitor for the successful 

achievement of the 22 million ha land restoration targets. 

 

  Impact of recurrent drought in pastoral and agro pastoral community is one other challenge for 

the implementation of the successful land degradation neutrality targets. Hence, land restoration 

strategy need to be designed as policy guide by EFCCC in order to finically and technically 

support the land restoration targets set for dry land areas of Ethiopia.  

 

Forest landscape restoration activities in drought prone areas lack ample water resources and 

rainfall hence research based technology must be designed to make successful forest landscape 

restoration, Research, academia and implementation institutions need closely work to design 
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feasible strategy and technology in areas of drought affected pastoral and agro-pastoral areas for 

restoring degraded wood lands. 

 

 Lack of technical capacities and implementation of forest landscape strategy which can be led by a 

given super institution in order to meet the national land degradation neutrality targets. The 

national priority map for forest landscape restoration is already prepared however institutionally 

the ten year forest landscape restoration strategy and action plan need to be designed for 

implementing through multistate holder approach and cascaded to the whole stakeholders and 

regional states. The ultimate objective of identification of national priority areas for forest 

landscape restoration is to align the green legacy annual campaign with the priority areas for 

action under the national framework of land restoration strategy which could be practically 

implemented until 2030. 

 

 Sustainable formation of institutional set up for feasible implementation of the land degradation 

neutrality targets. The planning and implementation of afforestation and forest landscape 

restoration activities are less effective without building sustainable intuition from federal to 

regional level as is a challenge for implementation of the convention for land restoration and 

reducing the impact of drought. The regional alignment of institutional set up with the federal 

institution is crucial for meeting f national targets by 2030. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Summary 
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Ethiopia is actively implementing the United Nations conventions for combating desertification, land 

degradation and drought through the process of active participation and negotiation invarious global, 

regional, continental and national initiative for effective land restoration accomplishment. For the last 

decade huge public resources is being mobilized to meet the implementation of 22 million hectare land 

restoration targets. The fifteenth session of general assembly has already endorsed the national 

implementation progress of the United Nations convention for combating desertification, land 

degradation and drought because of climate change.  In response the national  volunteer land neutrality 

targets has been set in 2015 focusing on nine various thematic areas that could be achievable by 2030. 

Through African group we have been proceeding and performing to level best  through active 

participation in conference of parties and CRIC meeting for designing pertinent agenda principally for 

mobilization of finical resources for transformative projects and programs to meet our goals of 

implementation of the LDN targets.  

So far, we have only got little finical support from UNCCD because of lack of technical capacity of 

designing projects. The active participation and involvement of Ethiopia in the UNCCD convention and 

negotiation would help to mainstream and implement the land restoration activities to the national plan 

and strategies. The last two growths and transformation plan have been successful for the 

implementation of land degradation neutrality target through mobilization of internal and external 

resources. The internal financial resources emanated from public and community participation whereas 

the external finance resources comes from all UN conventions through negation via bilateral and 

multilateral agreement. Hence, the participation in the regional CRIC/ committee for reviewing the 

implementation of the convention and COP/conference of parties meeting would enable the nation to 

have reasonable position to maintain its national interest with respect to climate change, land 

restoration and biodiversity conservation. 

 

Hence, the CRIC 19 meeting is important forum for Ethiopia, as African member country to reflect its 

position in terms of the agenda items to maintain the national interest of its people, having taken the 

huge national commitment for the restoration degraded land which is a prospect of availing land for food 

production in order feeding the ever increasing population and alleviate the food security problem.  It is 

believed that land is principal resources for increasing food security, rural job creation and wellbeing of 

its people. Considering our proceeding effort in the setting of land neutrality targets as prime step of the 
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nation, it important to mobilize enough resources through negotiation and international cooperation 

from both bilateral and multilateral agreements for accomplishing our restoration targets. Therefore, the 

active participation in conference of parties’ and regional forum would bring multiple advantages for the 

country by solving all pertinent issues related to land degradation. Similarly the participation in the other 

sister conventions would also help to generate technical and financial support for realization of the land 

degradation neutrality targets. 

 

 


